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[ A novel based on

the background of racing world ]
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Cover and other illustrations : SATYa CHAKRAVARTY
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“Betting at the race-course has long been
legalised. Because the results are uncertain
due to several factors over which one has no
control, horse-racing has become quite a
gamble. Yet, thousands take to racing because
of the attraction of winning quick and easy
money.

S8y

Generally, I have learnt most punters find
it difficult to exercise restraint at the race-
course. But those who follow horse-racing sci-
entifically win more often.

Hence, unsurprisingly, a majority of these
punters lose money. This is only due to their
irrational approach. The best way to make
money, I would suggest is to first stop losing
it. Given below are some broad hints to make
horse-racing both profitable and enjoyable.

1. Take horse-racing very seriously : To
use an analogy, an enterprising businessman
first makes a detailed study of the pros and
cons in his field of interest. Likewise, a punter
should not only know mere basics of racing,
but he should make a thorough study of the
finer aspects of the game.

A lot of punters I came across were not
even aware of the simpler aspects like, for
instance, the differences among an open class
Division 1 and Division II or even between
a promotee and demotee. Still, there are a
lot of punters ignorant of the more intricate
details, yet these come in hordes at the betting
enclosures.

2 Don’t select the winner blindly :
Before you bet on a horse, find out for yourself
whether that horse can win. Don’t bet on a
horse just because it has become a favourite.
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Thousands of punters bet blindly on “favour-
ites” or on ‘inside information” and ‘morais’
got from so-calied ‘reliables sources’. These
definitely lost in the end.

3. Fix a particular amount for betting:
Make it a point not to exceed this limit even
in the most tempting circumstances. You will
be able to keep cool in the face of losses.

4. Select only one or two races for
betting: A huge number of punters do just
the opposite. They bet in all the day’s races
and ultimately lose. One can’t possibly find
winners in all races.

5. Stop if you are continuously losing :
It’s no use fighting a streak of bad luck. If
you have lost a few bets, it’s best to abstain
from betting for two to three race days. A
few days off betting should bring back the
confidence.

6. Don’t borrow money to bet : No one
has been successful with borrowed money.
The psychological pressure won’t allow you
to think rationally.

A Few General Tips...
* Don’t bet on a demotee or a promotee.

* Don’t bet on an older horse in the
company of three or four-year-olds.

* Don’t bet on a horse which is not placed
within five lengths in its last two outings.

ek

* Don’t bet on a horse which carries a
penalty of more than 5-1/2 kg. above the
weight the horse carried the last time out.

* Don’t bet on a horse which carries 60
kg. or more weight.”

With love and best wishes—

yours
Aslam Javed
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