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expression of my liberation from Indian thinking. The Pathway of my
liberation from all dogma leads upto Siddartha and will naturaily
continue as long as | live.
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Suddenly at the age of forty, | began to paint. Not
that | Considered myself a painter or intended to
become one. But painting is mervelous; it makes
one happier and more patient. Following years |
became more and more absorbed in music.
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Siddhartha is a very European book, despite its
setting. The message of Siddhartha begins with
the individual, which it takes much more
seriously than any other Asiatic teaching.
Siddhartha is the expression of my liberation
from Indian thinking. The Pathway of my
tiberation from all dogma leads upto Siddhartha
and will naturally Continue as long as | live.
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A Book whose profoundity is concealed in the
artfully simple and clear language, a clarity that




probably upsets the intellectual ossification of
those literary philistines who always know so
exactly what good and bad Literature is, To
create a Buddha who trancends the generally
acknowledged Buddha is an unheard of
achjevement, especially for a German. For me,
Siddhartha is more potent medicine than the
l\lew Testament.

TG I AT i Tt iR o fofR e
The call of death is a call of love. Death can be
Sweet if we answer it in the affirmative if we
accept it as one of the great eternal forms of
life and transformation. {letters 1950)
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